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The “Treasures of Life” Grand Session 

April 29-May 2, 2012 
 

 The 114th Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of Maryland, the “Treasures of Life” Session, was 

held at the Clarion Inn and Convention Center in Ocean City, Maryland.  Large photos of Sister Linda 

Sanner, WGM, and Brother Patrick Curtis, WGP, were on display in the Lobby, which was decorated with 

the theme and emblems for their year – treasure chests and jewels, crab pots and sea shells, treasure 

maps and skipjacks, and news about their Special Project – Youth.   

 

 
The Grand Family of 2011-2012 

 

 The Banquet was held Sunday evening and also decorated with the emblems and theme of their year.  

After a delicious dinner, we were entertained by the Snow Hill Middle School singers.  They presented a 

terrific program and received a standing ovation by all in attendance.  Congratulations to the Banquet 

Committee for a beautifully decorated room, tasty meal and great entertainment.   

 Monday morning found the Crystal Ballroom decorated with treasure chests, crabs, jewels, eagles, 

keys, and skipjacks.  In the Grand East sat a large treasure chest filled with jewels.  Nearby a bald eagle 

rested upon a perch.  In the background was a beautiful painting of a skipjack sailing on blue waters 

created by Brother Jon A. Thompson, PGP. 
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 Monday morning began the official opening 

of the Grand Session, with Sister Jean K. 

Chance, PGM, and Brother Jon A. Thompson, 

PGP, calling the Grand Chapter to order.  Sister 

Linda Sanner, WGM, and Brother Patrick Curtis, 

WGP, presided with great dignity, grace and 

much fun during their Grand Session.   

 

 
Sister Linda, WGM, and Brother Patrick, WGP 

 

 Following the reports of the WGM and WGP, 

Sister Karen Smith, Chairman of their Special 

Projects Committee, presented them with their 

quilts – beautiful creations with a treasure chest 

in the center of Sister Linda’s and an eagle in 

the center of Brother Pat’s.   

 Following her report, Sister Debra Hribar, 

AGM, moved that Installation of Grand Officers 

on Wednesday be an open installation.  Motion 

carried.  Subsequently, Sister Donna Trott, 

PGM, moved that Installation of Grand Officers 

for 2013-2014 be an open installation, should the 

incoming WGM desire one.  After discussion, and 

with the concurrence of Sister Bette Bowen, 

Grand Conductress and incoming AGM, the 

motion was agreed to.  That motion was in lieu of 

several proposed amendments regarding open 

installations that would have been voted on 

under Jurisprudence.  Our 50-year members, 

“Our Gems”, were also honored Monday morning 

with a special presentation.  

 The Necrology Service was held Monday 

afternoon, with eulogies for Past Grand Patrons 

Arthur C. Rutledge, Robert Snook and Lyndall 

Debar, as well as other members within our 

Eastern Star family.  It was a beautiful service 

culminating with the program, “Come Just As 

You Are”. 

 The Informal Opening was held Monday 

evening with the Introduction of Grand Officers 

and their Escorts and the Presentation of Flags, 

Grand Representatives and Emblems.  Many 

special guests were greeted, and the evening was 

enjoyed by everyone. 

 The WGP presided over Jurisprudence on 

Tuesday morning.  Several amendments to the 

Constitution were adopted regarding hours of 

the Credentials Committee at Sessions; 

clarification of the duties of the Proceedings 

and Visiting the Sick Committees; and the 

number of days a petition lays over for Chapters 

meeting twice a month to be the same as those 

meeting once a month.  An amendment to change 

the time of Grand Visitations from 8 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m. failed.  The Membership Committee 

awarded McKinley No. 12 the trophy for the 

most new members during the Grand Year – 13!  

Congratulations to McKinley Chapter!  A special 

fun program was held following the evening 

Session with the WGM, WGP and Grand Family 

being royally entertained. 

 Many reports were given and an impressive 

amount of funds was raised by the various 

committees:  Special Jewelry, $2,064; OES 

Greetings Book, $10,300; OES Tags, $190; 

Alzheimer’s, $2,427; Arthritis, $3,550; Cancer, 

$7,026; ESTARL, $4,346; Heart, $2,990; 

Knight’s Templar Eye Foundation, $1,700; 

Related Charities, $66,054; Ways and Means, 

$10,615; and Special Project – Youth, $13,300.  

Sister Karen Smith, Chairman, announced at a 

later date that the total amount raised for their 

Special Project was over $16,000!  Congratula-

tions to these Committees for a job well done! 

 Our Grand Chapter began the year with 

5,897 members.  With deaths, suspensions, 

demits, reinstatements and initiations, we ended 

the year with 5,569 members.  Sadly, another 

Maryland Chapter closed, with Adah No. 25 

consolidating with Ruth No. 7, leaving the 

number of Chapters at 44. 
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 Elections were held Wednesday morning and 

the following installed Wednesday afternoon: 

 Debra L. Hribar, No. 83, WGM  

 David L. Hall, No, 12, WGP 

 Bette L. Bowen, No. 67, AGM 

 William Gunn, No. 40, AGP 

 Donna Almony, No. 42, Grand Secretary 

 Patti Snell, No. 10, Grand Treasurer 

 Claudia A. Eaton, No. 46, Grand Conductress 

 Nancy Ford, No. 33, Associate Grand 

Conductress 

 Leslie Gilliam, PGM, No. 112 (2-year); Jon 

Thompson, PGP, No. 42 (1 year); and Joan Morris, 

PGM, No. 10 (3-year), Grand Trustees 

 C. Elaine Niemeyer, No. 70, Grand Chaplain 

 Jean K. Chance, PGM, No. 46, Grand 

Lecturer 

 Judith G. Birckhead, No. 112, Grand Marshal 

 Donna H. Runyan, No. 39, Grand Organist 

 Winifred E. Harvie, No. 3, Grand Adah 

 Beverly J. Geisler, No. 83, Grand Ruth 

 Sharon G. Earl, No. 12, Grand Esther 

 Beverly R. Southall, No. 27, Grand Martha 

 Loretta M. Donaldson, No. 73, Grand Electa 

 Sheryl J. Peters, No. 91, Grand Warder 

 Cecil R. Jones, No. 20, Grand Sentinel 

 
Sister Debra, WGM, and Brother David, WGP 

 

 Sister Debra and Brother David gave their 

acceptance speeches, introductions were made, 

various groups presented, and musical selections 

enjoyed by all.  The theme for their year is 

“Dreams, Friendships, and Memories”; emblems 

are teacups and the honey bee; colors are sage 

green, blue, rose and ivory; flowers are the rose, 

calla lily and carnation; their travel club the Hive 

Hoppers, their Club the Star Dreamers; and 

their Special Project, Alzheimer’s.   

 

 

 
The Grand Family of 2012-2013 

 

 Congratulations to the Grand Family of 2012-2013.  May you have a wonderful year and safe travels! 
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Congratulations to Glenn Haynes, PGP 

For 70 Years of Masonry! 
 

 

 On April 3, 2012, Sister Linda Sanner, 

WGM, Brother Patrick Curtis, WGP, and 

approximately 25 members of the Eastern Star 

gathered with family and friends to attend 

Antietam Lodge No. 197 in Keedysville as 

Brother Glenn Haynes, PGP, was honored for his 

70 years of service as a Mason.  At that 

honoring, Right Worthy Deputy Grand Master 

Gerald Piepiora presented Brother Glenn with his 

70-year service pin and certificate.  Many of the 

Grand Lodge Officers were also in attendance. 

 Brother Glenn, a member of Hagerstown No. 

89, has been a member of the Eastern Star 

since 1946.  He was Worthy Grand Patron in 

1959-1960, serving with Sister Sara Gates, 

Worthy Grand Matron, at the “Harmony and 

Happiness” Session.  He was born in Rohrersville 

in 1919, graduated from Boonsboro High School 

in 1938, and worked at Fairchild Industries until 

entering the U.S. Army in 1942, serving in 

Europe with the Third Army until 1946.  He was 

the first postal carrier for the town of 

Boonsboro and later became Postmaster, retiring 

in 1983.  He was married for 59 years to his high 

school sweetheart, Charlotte, until her passing. 

He married Sister Jean Oliver in 2006.  

 Congratulations to Brother Glenn for his 70 

years of service to the Masonic Order! 

 
Linda Sanner, WGM, and Patrick Curtis, WGP 

 

 
RWDGM Gerald Piepiora and Jean Oliver-Haynes 

 

 
RWDGM Gerald Piepiora and Jeff Stouffer, WM 

 

 
Glenn with the WM and Grand Lodge Officers 
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The Jersey Girls in Atlantic City 
Sylvia Spriestersbach, Marlboro No. 61, 

Grand Representative of New Jersey in Maryland 
 

 On Tuesday, May 15, a short two weeks 

after our Sessions in Ocean City, I was heading 

north to the “Winter Wonderland” Sessions in 

Atlantic City, New Jersey, accompanied by my 

mother, Sister Sylvia Kirby.  This appointment 

as New Jersey’s Grand Representative was extra 

special since my mother was born and raised in 

Somers Point and did her Nurse’s training at the 

Atlantic City Hospital.   

 Decked out in our Maryland outfits, we 

checked in at the Trump Plaza Hotel and 

registered at the Sessions table.  Afterwards, 

Mom and I took a ride in a pushcart to see the 

Boardwalk and the Atlantic Ocean.  

 

 
The two Sylvias 

 

 My counterpart is Sister Daria Hamm, a 

very sweet and dear lady.  We had the pleasure 

of her visit to our Sessions in April, and I was 

thrilled to be able to travel to New Jersey. She 

introduced me to everyone and made me feel 

very welcome!  

 Since the Grand Chapter of New Jersey is 

not a part of our General Grand Chapter, they 

operate under different rules, such as wearing 

gloves and not having Associate Patrons.  Also, 

the women wear their ribbons and jewels pinned 

to their left hip rather than their shoulder like 

we do.  We wore our “credentials” in the form of 

a ribbon.  We visited the Hospitality Room, had 

our pictures taken and received a bag of goodies. 

 
Daria Hamm, Grand Rep of MD in NJ; Sylvia, Grand 

Rep of NJ in MD; Patti Rhinesmith, MWGM 

 

 The Most Worthy Grand Matron, Sister 

Patti Rhinesmith, and Most Worthy Grand 

Patron, Brother Carl Milley, welcomed everyone 

at the Informal Opening on Tuesday evening.  

Sister Patti, not the Right Worthy Grand 

Conductress, introduced everyone in the Grand 

East by reading the name on their ribbon. 

 On Wednesday, we attended the Flutterby 

Grand Representative Luncheon.  During the 

business sessions, we heard committee reports, 

the presentation of 50- and 60- year members, 

elections, and musical selections from the Choir.  

That evening, the Grand Representatives were 

presented again as a part of the Fraternal 

Correspondent’s report.  She read the names and 

a brief point of interest about each state.  

 On Thursday, Mom and I played hooky from 

the Sessions business and headed south to 

Somers Point to visit the home where she was 

born and raised, her elementary school, and her 

high school in Ocean City.  The highlight of our 

day was a visit to Lucy the Elephant, a six-story 

building in the shape of an elephant, built in 

1881, now a National Historic Landmark.   

 This report would not be complete without a 

very heartfelt thank you to Sister Linda Sanner, 

PGM, and Patrick Curtis, PGP, for my commission 

as Grand Representative of New Jersey.  It was 

a thrill and honor to represent Maryland.  I look 

forward to attending next year! 
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Vermont Grand Session 
“Prisms of Light” 

Hilton Hotel, Burlington, Vermont 

June 7, 8, and 9, 2012 

 

 Sisters Phyllis Johnston, Grand Representa-

tive of Vermont in Maryland, and travel 

companion, Connie Buck, had a wonderful time at 

the Vermont Grand Session and touring the 

western part of the state.  They attended the 

Past Grand’s Association banquet, the brunch 

honoring Sister Elizabeth Bordeaux, PGM, 

Worthy Grand Chaplain, GGC, and the Grand 

Representatives’ Association Banquet.   

 

 
Phyllis Johnston and Carol Borst, 

Past GR of MD in VT 

 

 Phyllis was lucky to have two counterparts 

attending.  Sister Carol Borst’s commission 

expired the end of May 2012, and Sister 

Barbara Comtois was appointed at the Session.  

She was able to extend personal condolence to 

Sister Margaret Clark, GGC WG Esther, on 

death of her husband Fred, GGC MWGP.  Phyllis 

got to know Margaret and Fred Clark when they 

attended Sister Pearl and Brother LeRoy’s 

Session when she was Grand Esther. 

 Vermont has approximately 38 chapters and 

attendance was a little less than we get in 

Maryland but a wonderful, friendly group of 

Star members.  The informal and formal opening 

was in the afternoon, followed by the Grand 

Representatives dinner.  Friday evening was open 

casual with short remarks from the Masonic 

bodies and entertainment from Vermont’s own 

synchronized swimmers, a hilarious act.  They 

had a blue tarp in front of the swimmers.  On 

Saturday and Sunday, Phyllis and Connie toured 

the Vermont Teddy Bear Factory, went for 

about a two-hour cruise on Lake Champlain, 

visited the UVM Morgan Horse Farm and visited 

a Maple Syrup Museum. 

 

 
Connie Buck, Phyllis Johnston, and Elizabeth 

Bordeaux, GGC WG Chaplain, and PGM of Vermont 

 

 The WGM and WGP’s charity was the 

Vermont National Guard Charitable Foundation, 

founded in 2005, which serves to meet the 

emergency financial needs of the soldiers, 

airmen and families of the Vermont National 

Guard.  The annual reports and elections of 

officers were held on Saturday and installation 

was Saturday evening after the banquet.   

 A little side note:  the WGM and WGP of 

Vermont, Sister Patty Rousseau and Brother 

Richard Backus, got engaged the Sunday before 

Session.  This will be the second marriage for 

both and everyone was thrilled with the 

announcement. 

 Phyllis sends a big thank you to Sister Linda 

Sanner and Brother Patrick Curtis for her 

appointment as Grand Representative of 

Vermont in Maryland.   
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Grand Chapter Ways and Means  
Bon Voyage Shrimp Feast Festival 

Sunday, August 19, 2 – 6 p.m. 
Knights of Columbus Hall (Boswell) 
6111 Columbian Way, Bowie, MD 

Just off Route 3 North and close to Routes 50 
and 450 – Location will be marked 

ALL YOU CAN EAT! 
Adults - $35, Children 6-12 $25, under 6 FREE! 

Advanced reservations HIGHLY encouraged 
Non-RSVP cost at door - $45 CASH 

Make checks payable to GC Ways & Means & 
mail to Karla Light, 23295 Town Creek Drive, 

Lexington Park, MD 20653  
no later than August 15 

Contact Randy Geck, Chairman, 
for more information (301-758-0768) 

 

 

 
WAYS AND MEANS EMBROIDERED POLO 

SHIRT FUNDRAISER 
Fabulous shirts in a variety of colors with 

“Maryland OES” and the OES emblem.  $28-$35.  
Additional personalization upon request.  Contact 

Randy Geck, Chairman, or Karla Light, Sec/Tres, 
for more information.  Download your order form 
from the Grand Chapter website:  www.gcmd.org 

 

Present & Past Matrons & Patrons 
of Southern Maryland 

FALL MEETING & Dinner 
NEW DATE – OCTOBER 28! 

Sunday, Oct 28, 2012 @ 3 p.m. 
Home of Unity Chapter No. 112 

Contact Karen Smith for more info (301-843-2568) 

CALENDAR 
JULY     

1  Grand Line Reception - 
Bonnie Blink 

  

20-21  DeMolay Conclave   

22  DeMolay Banquet   

25  M. A. Bradford's 
Installation as SWA, IORG, 
Grand Rapids, MI 

  

28  Grand Master's Ball  6 PM - 
Midnight 

     

AUGUST    

3-5  Gathering of Original 13 
colonies –Washington, DC 

  

3  Check-in L'Enfant Plaza 
Hotel, Registration, 
Hospitality 

  

4  Registration, Morning 
Tours; Dan Brown Lost 
Symbol Tour - $40 or less 

  

  Introductions  3-5 PM 

  Cocktail Hour  5-6:30 PM 

  Banquet - $55 each  6:30 PM 

5  Wreath Laying at Arlington 
- Bus $10 each 

 9:15 AM 

8  Formal Opening, Supreme 
Session, JDI, Baltimore 

  

19  Ways and Means Shrimp 
Feast Fundraiser 

 2-6 PM 

23-31  Cruise to Bermuda & New 
England from Baltimore 

  

     

SEPT.   

5  Gleaner #49 - Special –  
PA Exchange 

 8 PM 

7  Frederick #79 - Special  8 PM 

8  Queen Esther #3 - Special  8 PM 

13  Worcester #102 - Stated  8 PM 

14  Picnic    

14  Wicomico #91 - Special  8 PM 

15  Roelma #113 - Special  2 PM 

18  Centreville #69 - Special  8 PM 

20  Laurel #75 - Stated  8 PM 

21  Grace #21 - Special  8 PM 

24  Pentalpha #38 - Stated  8 PM 

26  Havre de Grace #27 - 
Special at Port Deposit - 
DE in MD Exchange 

 8 PM 

27  Ionic #73 - Stated  8 PM 

29  MD in DC Exchange - 
Naomi Chapter, 122 C St., 
NW, Washington, DC 

 2 PM 

SAVE THE 

DATE! 

http://www.gcmd.org/
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